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January  28,  1965 

GROWERS  INTEND. TO  RAISE  MORE. TURKEYS  IN  1965 

Turkey  growers  intend  to  produce  4 percent  more  turkeys  in  19 6 5 than  last 
year  according  to  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.  Present  plans  of  growers  are  to 
increase  heavy  breeds  2 percent  with  heavy  whites  up  12  percent  and  other  heavy 
breeds  down  5 percent.  For  light  breeds  an  increase  of  13  percent  is  planned. 
Assuming  growers  carry  out  their  intentions,  the  1965  crop  for  the  Nation  will 
be  about  103  million  turkeys  compared  with  the  revised  estimate  of  99-5  million 
turkeys  raised  in  1964.  Increased  production  is  planned  in  all  regions  of  the 
country  except  the  North  Atlantic  and  the  West.  Increases  planned  are  8 percent 
in  the  South  Central,  7 percent  in  the  West  North  Central,  5 percent  in  the  South 
Atlantic,  and  1 percent  in  the  East  North  Central.  Decreases  of  2 percent  are 
planned  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  Western  regions . 

Growers  plan  to  produce  90.2  million  heavy  breed  turkeys  in  1965,  2 percent 
more  than  last  year.  They  plan  to  raise  43.6  million  heavy  white  breeds,  12  per- 
cent more  than  the  38.9  million  raised  last  year.  Present  plans  indicate  that 
heavy  white  turkeys  will  account  for  about  48  percent  of  all  heavies  raised  in 
1965  compared  with  44  percent  in  1964  and  38  percent  in  1963.  The  expected 
number  of  heavy  whites  to  be  raised  in  1965  is  above  last  year  in  all  regions 
except  the  North  Atlantic  which  shows  no  change.  Increases  planned  for  heavy 
whites  are  21  percent  in  the  South  Central,  20  percent  in  the  West,  12  percent 
in  the  West  North  Central,  8 percent  in  the  East  North  Central,  and  7 percent  in 
the  South  Atlantic  States. 

In  1965  growers  intend  to  raise  46.6  million  bronze  and  other  heavy  breed 
turkeys  compared  with  49.1  million  in  1964.  Decreases  indicated  are  12  percent 
in  the  East  North  Central,  9 percent  in  the  West,  7 percent  in  the  South  Atlantic, 
and  2 percent  in  the  South  Central.  An  increase  of  1 percent  is  planned  in  the 
North  Atlantic  while  in  the  West  North  Central  no  change  is  indicated. 

Light  breed  producers  intend  to  raise  13.0  million  light  breed  turkeys  in 
1965,  up  13  percent  from  last  year.  Increases  planned  are  25  percent  in  each 
the  West  North  Central  and  South  Central  and  13  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic 
States.  These  increases  are  partially  offset  by  decreases  of  21  percent  in  the 
North  Atlantic,  4 percent  in  the  West,  and  2 percent  in  the  East  North  Central 
States . 

The  number  of  turkeys  actually  raised  in  1965  may  vary  somewhat  from  the 
January  1,  1965  intentions  of  growers.  Such  changes  may  depend  on  reactions  to 
this  report,  price  of  feed,  supply  and  prices  of  hatching  eggs  and  poults  and 
prices  received  for  turkeys  during  the  next  few  months.  On  January  1,  1964 
growers  intended  to  produce  4 percent  more  turkeys  in  1964  than  1963.  The 
crop  turned  out  to  be  7 percent  more  than  in  1963.  In  recent  months,  the  turkey- 
feed  price  ratios  have  been  at  slightly  less  favorable  levels  than  a year 
earlier. 

Testings  of  all  heavy  breeds  July  through  December  were  down  2 percent  from 
the  corresponding  period  in  1963.  The  July-December  testings  of  light  breeds 
were  up  18  percent  from  the  same  months  last  year.  Testings  of  breeders 
indicate  that  hatching  egg  supplies  will  be  adequate  to  permit  turkey  growers 
to  increase  output  this  year. 
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